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FEDERAL HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS AVAILABLE AFTER SEVERE AUGUST STORMS
President Joe Biden Declares Federal Emergency for Nine Michigan Counties

(MONROE, MI) - Home and business owners in nine Michigan counties are now eligible for
federal assistance to help recover from damages caused by severe storms, tornadoes and
flooding in August 2023.

On February 8, President Joe Biden approved Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s request for a
Major Disaster Declaration in Eaton, Ingham, Ionia, Kent, Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland
and Wayne counties. The declaration now opens the application process for Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), Individual Assistance (IA) for affected residents.

This FEMA assistance can include grants for temporary housing and home repairs, low-cost
loans to cover uninsured property losses, and other programs to help individuals and business
owners recover from the effects of the disaster.

On August 23-24, 2023, residents of the City of Monroe and Monroe County experienced storms
with excessive rainfall that caused surcharging of sanitary and storm sewers, as well as high
winds leading to damage to buildings and contents.

Residents and business owners who sustained losses in the designated areas can begin applying
for assistance at www.DisasterAssistance.gov, by calling 800-621-FEMA (3362), or by using the
FEMA App. Anyone using a relay service, such as video relay service (VRS), captioned telephone
service or others, can give FEMA the number for that service.

Local Disaster Recovery Centers (LDRC) will also be set up 60 days for those who need help
applying in person, accept documents for existing applications, appeal applications, and
provide updates on an application’s status. Location and hours for the LDRC for Monroe County
residents will be forthcoming.

For up-to-date information, please visit our website.

ABOUT THE CITY OF MONROE
Incorporated in 1817, the City of Monroe is a community that has a shared vision that seeks to
balance the opportunities of economic development with the stewardship that is required for
historic preservation. With a population of 20,733, Monroe is located about 17-miles north of
Toledo, Ohio and about 35-miles south of Detroit. The City of Monroe is Michigan’s third
oldest community, and is also the county seat of Monroe County.

###

NEWS RELEASES
The Office of Communications regularly sends out news releases about city events and initiatives. Read and

subscribe to our latest full Press Releases here, or check out our short news briefs  found on the front page

https://www.monroemi.gov/news/what_s_new/f_e_m_a_assistance
https://monroemi.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=10126595&pageId=10352299
http://www.monroemi.gov/news/what_s_new/


of the web site.   Email us  to sign up to receive news releases by email.

MEDIA INQUIRIES
All inquiries from the media should be directed to the Communications Department. Please contact Amy Mohr

at 734.384.9135 or by email for response. The most knowledgeable and informed city employee
on a particular issue is the best city spokesperson. The Communications department works with city staff to

determine the best person to address the subject of the inquiry, and assists in arranging contacts and
interviews for staff with the media.
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